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1. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  ray  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1966. 

The  District  is  almost  entirely  devoted  to  agriculture,  the  town  acting 
as  a  centre  for  the  outlying  areas,  these  being  Ramsey  St.  Marys,  Mereside, 

Forty  Foot  and  the  Heights.  The  agricultural  land  consists  largely  of  Fens, 
which  were  reclaimed  several  hundred  years  ago  It  is  extremely  flat  and  is 
drained  by  dykes,  there  being  several  pumping  stations  in  the  area. 

Many  people  who  live  in  the  District  are  employed  in  engineering  and  other 
occupations  in  Peterborough  and  Huntingdon,  and  now  that  Peterborough  is  to 
expand  considerably  this  number  will  probably  increase. 

The  mid-year  population  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  be 
5,820,  an  increase  of  40  over  the  previous  year.  At  present  there  is  little 
local  industry  to  attract  young  people,  and  they  tend  to  drift  to  neighbouring 
towns.  Your  Council  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  this  and  have 
created  a  small  industrial  estate  to  attract  light  industry  to  the  District 
One  or  two  other  small  industries  do  also  appear  to  be  springing  up. 

There  were  105  live  births  during  the  year,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  18 
per  thousand  population.  When  adjusted  this  gives  a  rate  of  17-8  which  is 
almost  identical  to  the  national  rate  of  17.7.  I  am  very  glad  to  report  that 
no  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 

Forty  three  deaths  occurred  in  the  period,  25  male  and  18  female.  This 

gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  7*4  and  an  adjusted  rate  of  8.4  per  thousand  population. 
This  is  well  below  the  national  rate  of  11. 7. 

The  year  was  very  free  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  as  can  be  seen 
from  the  table  on  page  6. 

Two  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred.  In  one  case  the  disease 
had  been  caught  whilst  the  patient  was  abroad,  and  the  other  was  discovered 
during  routine  examination  of  older  school  children  previous  to  immunisation 
being  given  against  Tuberculosis. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  as  the  year  drew  to  a  close  it  became  most  likely 
that  the  tender  for  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  20  Elderly  Persons 'Flats 
with  Warden's  accommodation  at  Newtown  Road/Mill  Lane,  Ramsey  would  be  accepted, 
and  be  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  These  flats  will  be  a  most 
welcome  addition  to  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  elderly  people  in  the 
area. 

The  outlying  villages  are  still  without  sewerage,  there  being  241  pail  closets 
in  use. 
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For  reasons  of  National  Economy  the  Sewerage  Scheme  has  been  divided  into  two 
parts.  Stage  1  of  the  Scheme,  to  sewer  Ramsey  Forty  Foot  and  Mereside  is  now 
out  to  tender,  and  it  is  hoped  that  once  a  tender  is  accepted  work  will  progress 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

In  concluding  I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council,  and  their  Officers 
and  Staff,  for  all  the  help  which  they  have  given  me  during  the  year 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  ...  •••  • . •  •*#  •••  ...  ...  . .  • 

Estimated  Population  (mid-1966)  . 

Density  of  Persons  per  acre  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  at  1st  April  1966  ... 

Rateable  Value,  March  31st  1 966  . 

Value  of  Penny  Rate  65/66  . 


. . .  15,980  acres 
...  5,820 
...  O.36 

. . .  1,882 
.. .£164,510 
. . .  £643 


•  •  • 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LlV6  Bll'tfhs  .  .  .  BBB  «  b  a  .  B  B  B  a  B  BBB  B  B 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Still-births  BB#  BBB  BBB  BBB  BBB  BBB  BBB 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still -births  . 

Total  live  and  still-births  . 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year  . 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 
Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  . 

Number  of  deaths  (all  ages)  . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (total)  . 

Cancer  of  Lung  or  Bronchus  . 

Coronary  disease  angina  . 

Other  heart  disease  . 


105 

18 

7.6 

Nil 

Nil 

105 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

43 

7.4 

12 

2 

5 
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Table  showing  Infant  Deaths 

and  the 


Mortality  Rate  over  Six  Years 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964  1965 

1966 

Actual  Number 
of  Deaths 

3 

3 

3 

Ni] 

1 

Nil 

Rates  all  infants 

28.9 

28.9 

28.6 

Ni] 

9.6 

Nil 

1,000  L?ve  Births 
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Comparison  of  Rates  with  those  of  England  and  Wales 


Per 

1000  Population 

Per  1000 
Live  Births 

Per  1000 
total  Births 

Live 

Adjusted 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Infantile 

Still 

Birth 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Mortality 

Births 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Ramsey  U.D. 

18.0 

17.8 

7.4 

8.4 

Nil 

Nil 

England  & 
Y/ales 

- 

17.7 

- 

11.7 

18.9 

15.3 

Comparability  Factor  Births  0.99 
Comparability  Factor  Deaths  1.14 

The  comparability  factors  are  figures  by  which  the  crude  birth  and 
death  rates  need  to  be  multiplied  so  as  to  find  the  adjusted  rates,  The 
adjusted  rates  are  then  comparable  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  ^r 
the  adjusted  rates  of  any  other  place  in  the  Country.  The  Registrar 
General  calculates  the  factors  from  the  information  available  40  him 
concerning  amongst  other  things  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

ONLY  THE  RELEVANT  PART  OF  THE  TABLE  IS  SHOWN 


NEW 

CASES 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Age  Period 

H.  F. 

H.  F. 

15-19 

1 

- 

25-34 

1 

- 

Totals. 

2  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1 966 . 


. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes,  Registrar  General's  figures. 


Causes  of  Death 


1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ...  . 

4.  Diphtheria  .  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .  . 

6.  Meningococcal  infection  . 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  . 

3 .  M easles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

16.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease  angina  . 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ...  . 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease  . 

22.  Influenza  .  . 

23.  Pneumonia  .  . 

24.  Bronchitis  .  . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31 .  Congenital  malformations  . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  . 

35.  Suicide  .  . 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War  ... 


M.  F.  Total 


1  1  2 

2  2 

1  1 

4  3  7 

1  2  3 

1  1  2 

3  2  5 

4  2  6 

3  1  4 

1  1  2 

3  1  4 

1  1 

1  1 


4  -  1 

1  1 
1  -  1 


Total  Deaths  25  1 8  43 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis  )  in  the  area  during  1966. 


DISEASE 


Erysipelas 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Yvhooping  Cough 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Jaundice 
Dysentery 
Poliomyelitis 
Food  Poisoning 
Para- typhoid 
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I  am. 


New  Health  Clinic, 
Whittlesey  Hoad, 
Stanground. 


_ 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
Philip  V  Cant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Phone  :  Peterborough  63010. 


Total  Deaths 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECSitZBER,  1966. 

TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEAI  TH . 


Sir, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1966. 

Housing: 

The  repair  of  dwelling  houses  was  successfully  secured  by  informal  action, 
in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  on  owners 

A  small  twenty  unit  site  was  completed  during  the  year  in  Little  Whyte, 
providing  eight  two-bedroomed  terraced  houses  and  twelve  one-bedroomed  flats. 

The  twelve  one-bedroomed  flats  are  a  welcome  addition  to  the  number  of  old  single 
persons  accommodation,  but  more  are  needed.  There  are  only  thirty  one-bedroomed 
flats  and  bungalows  in  the  Council's  600  houses. 

27  unfit  cottages  were  vacated  during  the  year  with  either  closing  orders, 
demolition  orders  or  undertakings  not  to  re-let  for  human  habitation  being  given 
by  the  owners 

13  unfit  cottages  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts)  .  . .  87 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  ..  ...  17 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  1 68 

Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers: 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  orders  were  made  2 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  orders  1+ 


■Ub 
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Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  5 

Number  of  written  undertakings  given  by  Owners  not  to  relet  cottages 
for  human  habitation  .  12 

Number  of  families  displaced  .  27 

Number  of  houses  demolished  by  agreement  .  9 


New  Housing 

There  were  152  active  applicants  on  the  list  for  Council  houses  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  A  re-registration  of  all  applicants  was  carried  out  in 
June/July  and  this  resulted  in  a  lot  of  applicants  being  removed  due  to  people 
buying  their  own  homes,  removing  from  the  district  and  other  causes  46 
families  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 

8  two-bedroorned  houses  and  12  one-bedroomed  flats  were  completed  in  the 
first  half  of  the  year.  This  resulted  in  16  families  being  rehoused  from 
condemned  property. 

37  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise 
Improvement  Grants: 

16  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received  during  the  year. 
Improvements  were  carried  out  and  completed  to  7  properties,  Improvements 
were  carried  out  to  one  Council  house  where  the  third  bedroom  was  converted 
into  a  bathroom  following  an  exchange  of  tenancy. 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received  during  the 

year. 

Nuisances : 


Abated  as  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  42 

Analysis  of  complaints  received:-  .  54 

Premises  ...  «••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ,  .«  ...  1 6 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  .  6 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Disinfestation  6 


t  3 
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Overflowing  Cesspools 

Animals  . 

Miscellaneous 


6 

8 

4 


Inspections  and  Visits: 

House  Waiting  List 
Public  Health  Acts 

Housing  Acts  . 

Meat  Inspection  . 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  . 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Factory  Acts 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Petrol  Storage  ... 

Water  Supply 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 
Sewerage  &  Drains  . . . 

Conversions 
Infectious  diseases 
Keeping  of  animals 
Swimming  Pools 
Infestations 
Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Acts 
Council  House  (inspections  etc.) 
Miscellaneous 

Closets: 


TOTALS 


Number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  74 C. 's  . 

Number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  Pail  Closets 
Number  of  W.C.'s  constructed  during  the  year  for  new  houses  ... 
Number  of  W.C. 1  s  constructed  for  old  houses  . 


213 

66 

164 

10 

46 

469 

11 

33 

38 

36 

107 

Nil 

4 

9 

19 

31 

51 

170 

9 


1.486 

1715 

241 

37 

4 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal: 

37  new  drainage  systems  were  installed  and  tested  during  the  year 
14  alterations  to  existing  systems  were  also  tested. 

The  Council  give  a  free  cesspool/septic  tank  emptying  service  where 
necessary,  141  cesspools/septic  tanks  being  emptied  this  year. 

There  are  still  241  pail  closets  in  the  outlying  areas,  230  of  which 
are  emptied  twice  weekly  by  a  contractor.  Eleven  pail  closets  are  in  remote 
cottages  and  are  emptied  by  the  occupiers 

The  drainage  scheme  to  sewer  the  four  outlying  villages  has  been  divided 
into  two  stages  Stage  1  to  sewer  Ramsey  Forty  Foot  and  Mereside  is  out  to 
tender  and  the  extensions  necessary  at  the  sewage  works  are  also  included  in 
this  stage.  An  additional  filter  was  provided  at  the  sewage  works  during  the 
year  and  samples  are  now  up  to  the  recommended  standard. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  five  small  groups  of  Council  Houses  at  St.  Mary's, 
outside  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme,  will  have  septic  tank  drainage  installed 
and  the  houses  improved. 

Water  Supply: 

Water  samples  are  taken  periodically  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Peterborough  for  examination.  33  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year,  all  but  one  proving  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  sample  taken  in 
the  town  area  resulted  in  the  service  pipe  being  chlorinated  and  washers  renewed 
to  the  stop  cock.  Further  samples  (by  the  Yrater  Company  and  myself)  taken  at 
the  same  address,  proved  satisfactory. 

The  water  contains  less  than  0.2  parts  per  million  of  fluoride. 

There  are  7  houses  without  a  mains  water  supply  and  mwst  of  these  are  in 
the  Council's  slum  clearance  programme. 

Swimming  Baths: 

An  additional  outdoor  learners  pool  was  opened  at  Ramsey  St,  Mary's  C.P. 
School  and  monthly  sampling  was  carried  out  at  air' three  school  pools,  10 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the  two  unsatisfactory 
samples  obtained  came  from  the  large  pool  at  the  Secondary  Modern  School.  The 
first  sample  being  taken  before  the  pool  was  brought  into  operation  and  troubles 
were  being  experienced  with  the  chlorination  and  filtration  plant.  The  second 
unsatisfactory  sample  was  taken  in  September  just  before  the  pool  closed  and 
once  again  electric  motor  troubles  had  occurred. 
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Frequent  visits  are  made  to  the  pools  to  check  that  an  adequate  level  of 
free  chlorine  is  available,  help  and  advice  is  given  to  the  Teachers  in  charge, 
especially  when  the  pools  are  filled  and  made  ready  for  the  season, 

Meat  &  Food  Inspection: 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 

The  following  items  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned  after  inspection  at 
the  request  of  the  shopkeeper 

1  leg  of  English  Lamb  (broken  leg  and  bruising) . 

80  lbs  of  hind  quarter  Beef  (tainted  and  discolouration). 

1  x  lOlbs  tin  of  New  Zealand  lambs  livers  (decomposed). 

Contents  of  refrigerated  cabinet .( refrigeration  failure). 


Food  Premises: 


1.  The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  by  type  of  business  are  as 
follows,  they  all  comply  with  Regulation  16  and  are  all  fitted  to 


comply  with  Regulation  19:— 

Butchers  shops  .  6 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  .  23 

Greengrocers  .  4 

Bakers  ...  1 

Confectioners  .  3 

Fish  premises  .  3 

Cafes,  Restaurants  &  Hotels  .  2 

School  Kitchens . 3 


Total  45 


2.  Number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  Sz  Drugs  Act  .  34 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  .  31 


4. 


Most  of  the  food  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year,  some  of 
the  inspections  being  made  under  both  the  Offices,  Shops  &  Railway 
Premises  Act  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  The  following  works 
were  completed  following  informal  action 


Premises  provided  with  food  protection  screens  , . . 
Premises  provided  with  additional  dustbins 
Premises  repaired  (floor,  walls  ceilings  etc.) 


1 

1 

1 


Premises  redecorated 
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5.  Condemned  food  is  buried  at  the  refuse  tip. 

6.  Usually  small  quantities  of  food  are  examined,  unfit  food  being  condemned, 

7.  There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  area. 

8.  There  have  been  no  prosecutions  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  during 
the  year. 

9.  There  are  no  Poultry  Processing  Premises  in  the  district. 

Factories  Act  1961; 

Total  number  of  factories  (including  bakehouses) .  22 

Number  of  visits  during  the  year  .  11 

Number  of  defects  remedied  .  Nil 


Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal: 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  two  driver/loaders  and 
one  loader  making  up  the  crew.  Once  again  there  has  been  a  full  turn  over  in 
staff  and  suitable  replacements  are  difficult  to  find  The  old  skip  system 
used  in  the  town  collections  was  discontinued  and  the  dustbins  brought  out  to 
the  collection  vehicle,  emptied  and  returned  to  the  back  door  This  has  cut 
down  the  number  of  complaints  of  spilt  refuse  to  a  very  small  number. 

A  fortnightly  kerb-side  collection  is  made  to  the  outlying  areas  but  a 
weekly  collection  is  planned  when  a  larger  vehicle  is  bought.  The  10/12  cubic 

yard  Karrier  fore  and  aft  tipper  is  eight  years  old  and  considerable  sums  have 
to  be  spent  on  maintenance.  A  new  35  cubic  yard  Bedford/Eagle  Crushloader  has 
been  ordered  for  delivery  in  April,  1967. 

Tipping  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  at  Brick  Kilns  Farm  and  it  is  hoped 
to  continue  there  until  the  new  vehicle  is  delivered.  Refuse  is  being  tipped 
into  an  old  shallow  gravel  pit  from  which  the  top  soil  has  been  removed  and  stock 
piled  for  covering  the  refuse  when  consolidated.  The  Council  owns  12  acres  of 
land  suitable  for  tipping  purposes  at  Chapel  Road,  Ramsey  Heights. 

A  J.C.B.  2B  earth  mover  is  employed  for  two  days  a  week  removing  top  soil, 
spreading  and  consolidating  the  refuse  and  covering  the  consolidated  refuse  with 
soil.  Surplus  soil  has  also  been  accumulated  from  building  sites  and  the 
Council's  sewage  works  to  enable  a  good  covering  layer  to  be  spread  over  the  site 
before  handing  the  land  back  to  the  farmer. 

Rodent  Control: 

The  Council's  contractors,  Rentokil  Laboratories  Limited  of  Baldock,  have 
continued  to  give  a  satisfactory  service  Infestations  are  notified  by  phone 
to  the  Company's  operator  and  treatments  quickly  carried  out.  Test  Baiting  of 
the  sewers  showed  that  no  re-infestations  had  occurred. 
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The  firm  have  obtained  one  additional  farm  contract  and  several  business 
contracts  in  the  district.  Split  holdings  in  the  district  cause  some  concern 
where  an  infested  dyke  belonging  to  one  smallholder  may  cause  crop  damage  to 
several  adjoining  smallholders.  0.ne  answer  to  this  might  be  for  the  County 
Council  to  contract  the  work  for  all  their  smallholdings  and  recover  the  cost 
from  their  tenants  according  to  their  acreage. 

The  following  table  shows  the  inspections  and  treatments  carried  out  - 
1 .  Properties  other  than  sewers  Type  of  Property 

N on-Agri cultural  Agricultural 
1,903  3K0 


2.  (a) 

Total  number  of  properties 
nearby  premises)  inspected 
notification. 

(including 

following 

IK 

K1 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (l) 

Rats 

32 

19 

3.  (a) 

(ip 

Total  number  of  properties 

Mice 

inspected 

9 

' 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification. 

2 

3 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (l) 

Rats 

2 

3 

(ii) 

Mice 

- 

— 

General: 

More  time  has  been  spent  on  general  Public  Health  work,  all  premises 
registered  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  have  been  inspected 
and  more  Food  Hygiene  visits  carried  out. 

More  time  was  also  available  to  do  Housing  Welfare  work  on  problem  families 
and  a  complete  re-registration  of  the  Housing  Waiting  List  carried  out 

Appreciation  is  expressed  of  the  interest  and  support  of  the  Chairman, 

Dr.  P.  Greaves  and  Members  of  the  Council,  the  guidance  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Council  Staff. 


HAROLD  G.  BELL. 


Public  Health  Inspector. 
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